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Appendix S2. Number of specimens (x-axis) and species (left y-axis) collected on big expeditions in the Guianas from 1953 to 2004 (data Herbarium Utrecht (U)). The optimum under the strategy “never the same species twice” would be S=N. This is the straight light blue line upwards. The true number of species collected can never by higher but is increasingly lower as the size of the total collection increases (blue diamonds, left y-axis).  Thus, the efficiency to collect each species only once (S/N ratio (red squares) – right y-axis)) decreases with the size of the collection made (x-axis), (one outlier left out, Jansen-Jacobs 2003). 
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The straight line up is y = x.
